HUGE CANAL DIGGERS

huge masses of rock and gravel and dirt previously
loosened by the drillers and dynamite blasters,
loading it on trains which take it away to some
dump, either in the jungle or where the dams
are to be built. They are eating steadily into
the mountain, cutting it down and down. Little
tracks are laid on the side-hills, rocks blasted out,
and the great ninety-five ton steam-shovels work
up like mountain howitzers until they come to
where they can with advantage begin their work
of eating into and destroying the mountainside.
With intense energy men and machines do their
task, the white men supervising matters and han-
dling the machines, while the tens of thousands
of black men do the rough manual labor where
it is not worth while to have machines doit. It
is an epic feat, and one of immense significance.
The deluge of rain meant that many of the
villages were knee-deep in water, while the flooded
rivers tore through the tropic forests. It is a
real tropic forest, palms and bananas, bread-
fruit trees, bamboos, lofty ceibas, and gorgeous
butterflies and brilliant colored birds fluttering
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